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of itself make the Corridor untenable; in the opinion of the
Polish National Socialists it would, however, place Poland at
once on the defensive, throwing her back on the Bug-Narev-
Vistula line. Surprise thrusts in the direction of Roumania
and Yugoslavia could be carried out with such effect that they
might produce the desired result before the coalition had
decided what to do. These thrusts would bring Germany raw
materials and, in Yugoslavia, the occupation of territories
strategically important as outlets. And before the West had
had time to face the new situation, Poland would be threatened
also from the Carpathians and checkmated. The resources of
the axis Powers would then be available for a blow on the
West, enabling Holland, Belgium, and Denmark to be occupied
in addition to action in the Mediterranean, and bringing fresh
triumphs for Germany.
It cannot be denied that in rapidity of action Hitler still has
certain chances of success. He will avail himself of them
without scruple, and he will take the risk of world war in the
event of the Western Powers refusing to give way in face of his
lightning blows. For the wresting from France of some of her
northern territories is still envisaged; none of the long-range
aims Hitler has exhibited in the past has been given up. It is
only necessary to glance at the latest literature, maps and
instructions, the publications of the Hitler Youth in the last
six months, or the latest articles of General Haushofer: the aim
is the hierarchical organization of the nations of Europe around
Germany, whether past members of the Holy Roman Empire
or remnants of the "sub-Teuton zone of fragments" in the
east, with protectorates and alliances of various types; the
weakening of Great Britain and destruction of her empire, the
setting up of a colonial empire in Africa, and thrusts against
South America and the Pacific; union with Russia or annexa-
tion of Russian territory; and, in the end, world dominion.
Against all these aspirations it may be contended that